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Predict:  What do you think people will say? 

I believe nursing is understood by the general population as a profession for women with 
big hearts, but they did not necessarily need to know that much about medicine.  Years ago, 
nursing was a job anybody could do, but not many people actually wanted to do it.  The 
educational qualifications of nurses have been increasing since the 1970s which is a good sign 
that the respect level is increasing.  Nursing still has a long way to go, so I am suspect people 
will answer the questions with things like “take orders from a doctor” or “help the sick with their 
activities of daily living”. 

“What do you think a nurse does and why?” 

Person 1: A nurse is someone who takes care of those who are sick or in need of help either 
physical or mentally. They often work in hospitals or nursing homes. 

Person 2: Being a nurse isn't just technical or medical, a good nurse can help a patient's sense of 
well-being by being positive, have a good bedside manner, and taking enough time with the 
patient so they feel well cared for. 

Person 3: A nurse is someone who works in conjunction with a doctor to provide care for 
patients. They are the ones that provide the majority of the one on one care; thus, it is important 
that they not only understand the physical things they are doing but need to understand the why 
as well. I think of a nurse as the front line of medicine. 

Person 4: I think of a nurse as someone who takes care of people when they are sick or injured. 

Person 5: A nurse is the medium between patient and doctor and also maybe a caretaker because 
when patients are in a hospital they are going to be uncomfortable and maybe a nurse can put 
them at ease a bit 

Person 6: I think a nurse is someone who holds close relationships with their patients and does 
the everyday steps doctors are not always around to do in order for their patients to recover 
quickly and comfortably. 

Person 7: Nurses take care of people in the hospital and work closely with doctors doing the not 
so glamorous tasks and assisting patients with their minute by minute needs. 



Person 8: When I gave birth the nurses always brought me the warm blankets, tooth brushes, and 
made sure I was taken care of.  I bonded with them so they became an important part of my 
story.  

Person 9: They are typically the first on scene and we rely on their expertise, as they split second 
decision making can be the difference between life and death. We look to nurses for comfort 
during what is our most vulnerable time as human beings. 

Person 10: A nurse is somebody who assists with medical problems in hospitals and nursing 
homes. 

Reflect: How did you do with your predictions? 

It is clear nursing has come a long way from being the just a job a woman does to 
practice her maternal instincts.  More recently nursing is being closely associated with the study 
of pharmacology and in depth human anatomy.  However I received a good mix of what I 
expected (nurses just do what doctors don’t have time to do) and understanding of the advanced 
clinical portion of it (i.e. the person who said nursing is the frontline to medicine). 


