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Reflection of Assignment #1 
 

The idea behind the assignment “Word on the Street” was interesting to me. 

When first discussing it in class, I became nervous because it is difficult to approach 

people at random, especially with an iPad in hand, asking them to answer a couple of 

questions. After completing the assignment, I realized there was nothing to be worried 

about. While out, there were a few people who did not want to be bothered; however 

other people were willing to answer the questions.  

Before starting out, I made a couple predictions some of the responses would be. 

For the first question, “What do you think speech-language pathologists do”, I predicted 

answers would consist of “helping people with communication disorders”, “helping those 

with speech and language problems such as stuttering”, and “helping those with people 

who are hearing impaired”. I also predicted there would be a slight few of people who 

would answer, “I do not know”.  For the second question, “Why do you think that”, I 

predicted answers would consist of “based on what I previously know”, “I have been to 

one when before”, and “it is the name of the profession”. I also predicted people would 

ask about why I am asking these questions to them.  

After completing the assignment and listening back through the responses, I was 

very surprised to learn some students and community members did not know about the 

profession or what a speech-language pathologist was. In response to the first question, 

they would say, “ I have never heard of the profession before” or “I really don’t know”. 

In making an attempt to guess, their answers included, "helping others from different 

countries to learn English” or “ helping people who are younger”. Most of the responses 



also dealt with an individual’s speech or speaking abilities rather than their language 

abilities.  In response to the second question, I was also surprised more people did not 

state they had been to a speech-language pathologist or knew someone that did. A lot of 

the students and community members used the title “speech-language pathologist” for 

their reason. Some of my predictions were correct. I feel from doing this assignment, it is 

important to make others aware of the profession, speech-language pathology.  

 


